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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS 
OF  THE  HIRAETHOG  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Mr.  Roberts  and  I have  pleasure  in  presenting  our  combined  report 
on  the  health  of  the  Rural  District  during  the  year  1965. 

We  wish  to  thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  Members  of  the  Council, 
for  the  assistance  we  have  received  during  the  year.  We  also  thank  the 
Officials  and  Members  of  the  Staff  for  their  ready  assistance  at  all  times. 

Yours  faithfully, 

M.  JONES  ROBERTS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


The  Chairmen  of  the  Council  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 
January  to  May  : Councillor  D.  E.  Williams. 

June  to  December  : Councillor  Dr.  I.  H.  Davies,  M.Sc. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  ^ M.  Jones  Roberts,  M^.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

The  Clinic,  Mount  Street,  Ruthin. 

Tel.  No.  Ruthin  2361/2. 

Public  Health  Inspector  : J.  Seth  Roberts,  F.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I., 

Certificated  Meat  and  Food  Inspector 
and  Smoke  Inspector, 

Council  Offices,  Avondale,  Llanrwst. 

Tel.  No.  Llanrwst  468, 
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General  Statistics  of  the  Rural  District 


Area  of  the  district ...  93,097  acres. 

Registrar  General's  estimated  population  (mid-1965)  4,510 

Number  of  occupied  houses  1,662 

Rateable  Value £111,034 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate £425 


The  estimated  population  for  1965  was  4,510  compared  with  4,510  in 
1964,  therefore  remaining  static. 

DEATHS : 

Comparability  Factor 1.03 

England  and  Wales 


1965 

1965 

1964 

Crude  death  rate  (per  1,000  population)  ... 

11.5 

11.08 

11.3 

Corrected  death  rate  (per  1,000  population) 

— 

11.41 

11.4 

Still-birth  rate  (per  1,000  population)  

— 

0.22 

NIL 

Still- birth  rate  (per  1,000'  live  and  still- 
births)   

15.7 

12.6 

NIL 

Maternal  mortality  rate 

0.25 

NIL 

NIL 

Infant  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  live  births) 

19.0 

12.82 

13.9 

Infant  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births)  

— 

13.3 

14.3 

Infant  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births)  ... 

— 

NIL 

NIL 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (per  1,000'  live 
births)  first  four  weeks  

13.0 

12.82 

13.9 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  deaths  under 
1 week  per  1,000  total  live  births)  ... 

— 

12.8 

13.9 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  (still-births  and 
deaths  under  1 week  combined  per 
1,000  total  live  and  still-births)  

25.3 

13.9 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  during 
year.  The  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  in  1964  is  shown  in  the 
column  for  comparison  : 
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There  were  50  deaths  during  the  year  compared  with  51  deaths  tta^ 
previous  year,  giving  a death  rate  of  11.41  compared  with  11.4  in  196^H^ 
and  11.5  for  England  and  Wales.  Of  these  38  deaths  occurred  in  persoil^ 
aged  65  years  and  over. 

Cancer  was  the  cause  of  death  in  6 instances  but  there  was  no  death 
due  to  lung  cancer  compared  with  1 in  1964. 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  caused  7 deaths  in  the  older 
age  groups. 

Coronary  disease  and  angina  caused'  12  deaths  and  they  were  all  persons 
over  the  age  of  55.  Other  heart  diseases  caused  3 deaths  and  other  circula- 
tory diseases  2 deaths. 

Pneumonia  accounted  for  4 deaths,  Bronchitis  2 deaths.  Other  diseases 
of  the  respiratory  system  caused  1 death. 

There  were  no  deaths  due  to  motor  vehicle  accidents  but  21  deaths 
were  caused  by  other  accidents.  In  one  case  a man  of  79  years  of  age  fell 
off  a chair  while  standing  on  it  and  fractured  his  femur.  The  other  acci- 
dental death  was  a youth  aged  21  years,  when  a tractor  overturned  and 
fell  on  him. 

STILL-BIRTHS. 

The  Still-Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  live  and  still-births)  was  12.6  compared 
with  nil  in  1964  and  15.7  for  England  and  Wales.  The  actual  number  of 
still-births  was  1 compared  with  nil  the  previous  year.  This  was  a case  of 
sudden  labour  at  6 months  gestation.  The  child  was  decomposed,  weight 
2 lbs.  9 ozs.  The  girl  was  unmarried  but  had  engaged  a doctor  for  her 
confinement. 

INFANT  DEATHS. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  12.82  compared  with  13.9  in  1964  and 
19.0  for  England  and  Wales.  The  actual  number  of  deaths  was  1.  It 
occurred  in  a baby  aged  3 days  and  was  due  to  respiratory  insufficiency 
following  breach  delivery,  birth  weight  3 lbs.  9 ozs.  The  Health  Visitor  was 
of  the  opinion  that  death  was  unavoidable. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

The  Maternity  Mortality  Rate  was  NIL  compared  with  NIL  in  1964 
and  0.25  for  England  and  Wales. 

BIRTHS. 

Comparability  Factor 1.18 

Actual  number  of  births  registered  5 (2  males  and  3 females) 

Number  of  births  relating  to>  residents 78  (35  males  and  43  females) 

There  are  no  Maternity  Hospitals  in  the  Rural  District  and  mothers 
are  admitted  to  Maternity  Homes  and  Hospitals  outside  the  area  for  their 
confinement. 

The  births  were  classified  as  follows  : 

Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate 33  42  75 

Illegitimate  2 1 3 


Total  35  43  78 


England  and 

Wales  1965 

Crude  birth  rate  (per  1,000  population)  ...  18.1  17.29 

Corrected  birth  rate  (per  1,000  population)  — 20.40 

Illegitimate  live  births  (per  cent,  of  total 

live  births)  — 3.8 


1964 

15.9 

17.6 

2.8 


ECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
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Scarlet  Fever 

1 7 

Measles  

24 

5 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentry 

1 

13 

1 

6 

4 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

TOTAL  | 33|  22 j 1|  10|  5|  1|  2|  3f  — 


The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  was  22  compared  with 
33  the  previous  year. 

Of  these  5 cases  were  Measles,  four  occurring  in  children  under  school 
age  and  one  in  a school  child. 

There  were  13  cases  of  Dysentery,  one  occurring  in  a baby,  6 in  pre- 
school children,  4 in  school  children,  and  2 in  adults.  It  is  interesting  to 
know  that  these  cases  were  all  connected  with  the  epidemic  in  Llanrwst  ; 
the  first  cases  to  be  notified  were  amongst  children  attending  school  there 
and  these  infected  the  younger  children. 

There  were  probably  many  other  cases  in  the  area  but  may  have  been 
mild  cases  in  adults  who  did  not  attend  their  doctor  for  treatment  and 
therefore  would  not  be  notified.  Before  a case  was  cleared  3 negative 
specimens  of  faeces  were  insisted  on  and  in  several  cases  it  was  found  that 
perhaps  2 negative  results  were  obtained  but  the  third  was  found  positive 
again. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  position  was  : 

Number  of  persons  with  3 consecutive  negative  reports  = 1 
Number  of  persons  with  2 consecutive  negative  reports  = 10 
Number  of  persons  with  1 consecutive  negative  report  = 1 
Number  of  persons  with  no  negative  reports = 1 

Four  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  the 
Register  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  1965  ; 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 
Males  Females  Males  Females  Total 

Number  on  Register  1st  January,  1965  12  1 2 3 IS 

Number  on  Register  31st  December,  1965  ...  15  2 2 3 22 

One  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  removed  from  the  Register 
during  the  year,  having  left  the  area. 

ANTHRAX. 

Two  cases  of  Anthrax  in  cows  were  notified,  but  following  investiga- 
tion by  a Ministry  Veterinary  Inspector,  these  cases  were  not  confirmed. 
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Prevention  of  Infectious  Diseases 

DIPHTHERIA,  WHOOPING  COUGH  AND  TETANUS. 

These  are  given  altogether  in  the  one  injection,  usually  referred  to  as 
the  “ Triple  " injection.  Three  injections  are  given  at  monthly  intervals 
from  the  age  of  two  to  three  months  and  a booster  dose  is  given  at  eigh- 
teen months.  At  the  ages  of  five  and  ten  years  further  booster  doses  of 
diphtheria  and  tetanus  are  given. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  immunised  during 
the  year  : 

PRIMARY  DOSES  BOOSTER  DOSES 


Born  in  Year 

Diphtheria 

Whooping 

Cough 

Tetanus 

Diphtheria 

Whooping 

Cough 

Tetanus 

1965  

31 

31 

31 

1964  

58 

57 

58 

9 

8 

9 

1963  

13 

12 

13 

36 

33 

36 

1962  

2 

1 

2 

26 

23 

26 

1958-61  

1 

— 

1 

36 

10 

10 

1948-57  

— 

— 

— 

35 

— 

— 

TOTALS  

105 

101 

105 

142 

74 

81 

AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS. 

Oral  vaccine  is  used  generally  and  three  doses  of  three  drops  in  syrup 
or  on  a lump  of  sugar  are  given  at  monthly  intervals  from  the  age  of  six  to 
seven  months.  A further  booster  dose  is  given  at  the  age  of  five,  i.e.,  on 
school  entry. 

These  four  can  now  be  given  at  the  same  time,  but  at  the  Clinics,  the 
" Triple  ” is  given  followed  by  the  " polio  ” in  young  children,  but  with 
those  not  commencing  immunisation  procedures  until  a later  age,  con- 
sideration may  be  given  to  the  injection  and  “ lump  of  sugar  ” to  be  given 
at  the  same  time.  At  school  entry,  both  are  given  together  which  saves  a 
further  visit  to  the  school  by  the  Medical  Officer,  or  a visit  to  the  clinic 
for  the  school  child.  The  number  given  protection  against  this  disease 
during  the  year  was  : 


PRIMARY  BOOSTERS 

Born  in  year  Quadrilin  Salk  Sabin  Quadrilin  Salk  Sabin 


1965  — — 5 

1964  _ _ 58  — — — 

1963  2 — ‘21  2 1 — 

1962  — 3 — — — 

1958-61  — — 2 — — 31 

1948-57  — — 1 — — 11 


TOTALS  2 — 90  2 1 42 
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GAINST  SMALLPOX. 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox  is  carried 
"second  year. 


out  between  the  first  and 


The  number  vaccinated  during  the  year  was  : 


0 — 3 months  1 

3 — 6 months ...  — 

6 — 9 months 2 

9 — 12  months — 

1 year 40 

2 — 4 years 1 

5 — 14  years — 

15  years + — 


Totals  44 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

All  contacts  to  notified  cases  are  followed  up  by  a visit  from  the 
Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  and  she  arranges  for  the  children,  to  be  tested 
and  receive  B.C.G.  vaccination.  All  school  children  from  the  age  of  twelve 
to  thirteen  years  attending  the  senior  schools  are  offered  this  protection. 
Parental  consent  is  obtained  for  the  testing  and  vaccination  and  mv  impres- 
sion is  that  parents  are  giving  this  consent  more  readily  and  the  children 
have  come  to  accept  this  immunisation  procedure  along  with  the  others. 
Again,  it  is  up  to  the  parents  to  see  that  the  children  are  vaccinated. 

If  the  result  of  the  test  is  " positive  ” this  means  the  child  has  been 
in  contact  with  the  tubercule  bacillus  and  may  have  had  small  doses  and 
become  immune.  In  order  to  make  sure  that  the  disease  is  not  present  it 
is  most  important  for  this  matter  to  be  followed  up.  This  is  done  bv  refer- 
ring the  child  to  the  Chest  Clinic  for  further  investigation,  or  by  asking 
the  complete  family  to  attend  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  for  an  X-ray. 
Neighbours  should  also  accompany  them  and  especially  the  older  genera- 
tion in  whom  one  can  find  tuberculosis  and  the  condition  is  not  known 
to  them. 

MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  UNIT. 

The  Unit  did  not  visit  the  area  during  1965. 

CARE  OF  THE  AGED. 

No  action  under  Section  47,  National  Assistance  Act,  1947,  was 
necessary  during  the  year.  One  aged  person,  who  was  admitted  to  Rhydd- 
fan,  Ruthin,  under  this  Act  in  February,  1961,  died  of  Broncho  pneumonia 
at  the  age  of  84  in  St.  Asaph  Hospital  during  December. 

MEALS  ON  WHEELS. 

No  Meals  on  Wheels  Service  operates  in  the  Rural  District. 
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PROGRESS  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  WITHIN  THE  DISTRICT  A 

The  year  was  one  of  consolidation  and  general  advancement,  to  some 
extent  marred  by  the  financial  credit  squeeze.  An  attempt  has  been  made 
to  compare  the  progress  during  the  year  with,  that  for  previous  years,  as 
it  is  felt  that  in  this  way  only  can  a true  picture  be  given  to  the  reader 
in  regard  to  housing,  sewerage  and  water  supplies  ; all  this  has  to  be  borne 
in  mind  with  the  event  of  electricity  to  the  area,  which  to  a large  extent 
has  now  been  electrified  such  that  the  general  toning  up  of  the  district  in 
regard  to  housing  amenities  and  consequent  standard  of  living,  is  con- 
siderable. It  is  only  a relatively  short  time  ago  that  one  tended  to  measure 
the  general  standard  of  housing  conditions  in  the  area  by  the  provision 
of  a Water  Closet — externally  or  internally — whereas  to-day  it  is  realised 
that  a bath  and  all  other  facilities  are  a necessity  of  life.  All  improve- 
ments in  regard  to  water  supply  and  sewerage  must  tend  to  be  relative  to 
housing  matters  and  as  such  it  is  hoped  that  the  paragraph  dealing  with 
housing  will  amplify  and  illustrate  the  improved  position. 

SEWERAGE. 

With  the  exception  of  Tan  Lan  and  Llanddoget,  the  Council’s  original 
plan  for  the  sewering  of  the  whole  of  the  Rural  Ditrict  has  been;  completed. 
It  is  hoped  that  within  the  next  twelve  months  the  afore-mentioned  Llan- 
ddoget scheme  will  also  have  been  completed,  as  during  the  year  a Minis- 
terial visit  was  held  and  despite  the  credit  squeeze,  it  has  been  indicated 
that  there  is  no  objection  to  the  scheme  proceeding,  although  the  small 
scheme  to  Tan  Lan  is  held  back.  Despite,  however,  the  fact  that  practi- 
cally all  the  villages  and  hamlets  will  have  been  provided  with  mains 
sewerage  schemes,  it  is  now  apparent  that  some  of  the  older  disposal  works 
require  reconditioning  and  improvement — this  will  be  seen  in  the  accom- 
pafiying  paragraphs.  Every  effort  is  made  to  persuade  owners  of  property 
where  main  drainage  is  not  available  to  provide  their  own  septic  tanks, 
whilst  at  the  same  time  modernizing  their  houses. 

The  fact  that  septic  tank  installations  can  now  be  included  for  Stan- 
dard Grants  under  the  Housing  Act,  1954,  is  of  considerable  help.  The 
Council  do  not  operate  a cesspool  emptying  service  and  it  is  sincerely  felt 
that  this  is  a problem  which  should  receive  ultimate  attention.  To  some 
extent  the  problem  is  at  present  decreased  by  the  services  of  a private 
operator  in  the  area,  who  carries  out  this  work  at  the  very  low  charge  of 
£3/10/-  per  tank. 

NEW  SCHEMES. 

LLANDDOGET. 

This  scheme  is  being  designed  by  the  Council's  Consulting  Engineers — 
Messrs.  Richard  & Dumbleton,  Birmingham — and  it  has  reached  a stage 
where  it  will  be  put  out  to  tender  shortly.  The  scheme  is  to  provide  for 
the  drainage  of  28  properties,  the  works  acting  on  the  septic  tank  prin- 
ciple ; the  toal  cost  of  this  scheme  is  estimated  at  £19,000.  When  the 
scheme  is  completed  it  is  anticipated  that  Council  Houses  can  be  built  in 
the  village. 

TAN  LAN. 

This  is  a small  scheme,  again  designed  by  the  Council’s  Consulting 
Enginsers — Messrs.  Richards  & Dumbleton — to  serve  10  properties  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  £7,000 — an  expensive  scheme  due  to  the  works  having 
to  be  sited  on  land  which  can  be  flooded,  whilst  at  the  same  time  the 
effluent  having  to  be  discharged  under  a main  railway  line.  The  scheme, 
which  has  been  the  subject  of  enquiry  and  approved,  is  now  held  up  due 
to  financial  restrictions. 
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D WORKS. 

RRIGYDRUDION. 


These  works,  together  with  the  sewering  of  the  village  were  con- 
structed in  1925.  The  works  have  now  become  overloaded1  and  defective 
and  plans  and  specifications  have  been  prepared  by  the  Council's  Consult- 
ing Engineers — Messrs.  Richards  & Dumbleton — for  complete  renewal.  The 
cost  is  estimated  at  1-18, 000,  but  at  present  is  held  up  due  to  financial 
restrictions. 


GLASFRYN. 

These  works,  constructed  in  1925,  are  hopelessly  inadequate  and  con- 
sequently the  Council  have  resolved  to  provide  a new  disposal  works, 
together  with  certain  improved  lines  of  sewers.  The  work  is  being  executed 
by  the  Council's  Consulting  Engineers. 

The  following  improvements  were  carried  out  to  other  works  during 
the  year  : 

I.  GWYTHERIN. 

New  sludge  beds  constructed,  together  with  pump  house  and  mechani- 
cal pumping  arrangements  for  de-sludging  of  the  settlement  tanks  on  to 
the  new  sludge  beds  and  draining  therefrom  to  sump. 

II.  MELIN-Y-COED. 

New  sludge  beds  were  provided  during  the  year,  together  with  pumping 
arrangements  of  the  sludge  from  settlement  tanks  on  to  the  beds  and  their 
consequent  drainings  to  sump.  To  be  further  provided  for  these  works 
is  a new  access  roadway  across  fields. 

III.  PENTREFOELAS. 

New  pumping  arrangements,  together  with  pump  house,  for  xe- 
circulating  humus  from  humus  tank  back  to  the  settlement  tanks.  Plans 
have  also  been  submitted  for  approval  of  the  Riyer  Board  for  construction 
of  access  road  and  bridge  over  the  river. 

IV.  PANDY  TUDUR. 

A new  access  road  to  serve  these  works  is  required,  but  it  appears  that 
certain  difficulties  may  arise  in  regard  to  access  and  easement.  Possibly 
this  could  be  circumvented  by  providing  new  pumping  arrangements  for 
sludge  disposal  on  to  filter  beds,  thus  minimizing  the  need  for  portable 
pumps  having  to  be  carried  by  vehicles  to  the  works. 

V.  LLANFIHANGEL  G.M. 

The  settlement  tanks  and  filter  to  these  works  were  completely  over- 
hauled during  the  year. 

VI.  CEFN  BRITH. 

The  small  sewage  works  to  this  hamlet  was  completely  overhauled 
and  re-conditioned  during  the  year. 

VII.  EGLWYSBACH. 

An  improved  access  road  and  sludge  beds  are  required  to  these  works. 
It  is  hoped  to  put  this  in  hand  as  soon  as  possible. 

Statistics  in  regard  to  the  number  of  properties  connected  to  water 
carriage  drainage  can  be  seen  from  the  following  table — these  figures  do 
not  include  Council  Houses,  Licesed  Premises  and  Mansions  ; 
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Sewer 

Septic 

Tank 

W.C. 

Bath 

Waslflif 

Basi^p 

1965 

1956 

1965 

1956 

1965 

1956 

1965 

1956 

1965 

1956 

Eglwysbach  ... 

..  59 

50 

86 

38 

143 

88 

115 

51 

111 

60 

Llanddoget  ... 

...  — 

— 

37 

12 

37 

12 

37 

11 

34 

13 

Llangernyw  ... 

...  48 

— 

81 

46 

129 

46 

99 

48 

99 

52 

Gwytherin  ... 

...  13 

9 

34 

7 

47 

16 

42 

14 

40 

16 

Llanrwst  Rural 

..  53 

16 

140 

75 

190 

91 

151 

81 

51 

86 

Tir  Ifan  

...  20 

— 

17 

12 

37 

12 

29 

7 

29 

10 

Pentrefoelas  ... 

..  30 

— 

39 

19 

69 

19 

52 

18 

53 

18 

Cerrigydrudion 
Ll’hangel  G.M. 

..  62 

73 

81 

34 

143 

107 

116 

57 

115 

65 

..  8 

3 

31 

8 

38 

11 

35 

13 

35 

13 

Llangwm  ... 

...  12 

14 

85 

34 

97 

48 

83 

38 

83 

45 

Totals  . 

...  305 

165 

631 

285 

930 

440 

759 

338 

650 

378 

The  above  table,  therefore,  indicates  that  75%  of  occupied  properties 
within  the  Council’s  district  are  connected  to  the  Council’s  sewer  or  private 
septic  tanks. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Council  to  provide  Public  Conveniences  in 
each  village  in  the  district — present  Conveniences  exist  in  the  villages  of 
Cerrigydrudion,  Llangernyw',  Llangwm,  Llanfihagel  G.M.  and  Pentrefoelas. 
In  order  to  attempt  to  overcome  the  difficulties  of  maintenance — especially 
during  the  summer  months — the  Council  are  appointing  part-time 
attendants. 

The  essential  need  for  Conveniences  along  trunk  roads  is  especially 
obvious  in  Pentrefoelas,  which  lying  adjacent  to  the  A. 5 trunk  road,  is 
literally  inundated  from  early  morning  to  late  at  night  during  the  summer 
months.  Undoubtedly  the  signs  in  regard  to  distances  to  toilets,  erected  by 
the  County  Council  along  trunk  roads  within  the  district,  will  help  to  solve 
the  fouling  problems  of  lay-bys,  but  this  cannot  be  satisfactorily  solved 
until  a far  greater  number  of  Conveniences  are  provided.  As  these  are 
financially  prohibitive  having  regard  to  their  main  demand  being  only  at 
certain  months  of  the  year,  it  is  suggested  that  special  vehicles — e.g., 
converted  ‘buses,  might  be  the  answer.  These  could  then  be  towed  away 
at  the  end  of  the  summer — it  would  be  essential,  however,  to  have  proper 
supervision  and  maintenance  of  the  toilets. 

During  the  year  plans  and  specifications  were  prepared  for  new  Con- 
veniences at  Eglwysibach,  Gwytherin  andYsbyty  Ifan,  and  approval  obtained 
from  the  Planning  Authorities  for  the  development.  Unfortunately,  due  to 
credit  restrictions  it  was  impossible  to  proceed.  Plans  have  also  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Planning  Authorities  in  regard  to  a Convenience  in  the 
village  of  Capel  Garmon. 

The  estimated  cost  of  each  Convenience  is  <£1,000. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

On  the  1st  April,  the  water  supply  Undertaking  of  the  Council  passed  to 
the  hands  of  the  West  Denbighshire  and  West  Flintshire  Water  Board,  which 
comprises  of  Ruthin,  Aled  Edeyrnion,  St.  Asaph  and  Hiraethog  Rural 
Districts,  Llanrwst  Urban  District,  and  Ruthin  and  Denbigh  Boroughs.  It 
is  unforunate  in  one  respect,  that  this  occurred  at  the  time  when  the 
Council  had  to  a large  extent  solved  the  water  supply  problem  of  their 
district,  having  provided  mains  water  to  all  their  villages  and  hamlets. 
In  addition  to  this  the  Council  had  contemplated  a further  fourteen  branch 
schemes  at  an  estimated  cost  of  ,£110,000  to  serve  118  properties — an 
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Kguiry  into  this  was  held  during  the  year.  However,  due  to  the  cost  of 
l schemes  and  the  possible  financial  restrictions,  no  indication  is  given 
lether  these  schemes  will  materialise  or  not. 

No  private  water  supply  schemes  were  executed  during  the  year,  it  is 
being  apparent  that  most  farms,  which  are  not  able  to  take  advantage  of 
mains  water  supply,  have  now  completed  their  own  schemes.  It  is  ultimately 
hoped  to  correlate  all  these  small  schemes  so  that  regular  periodic  sampling 
can  take  place.  Generally,  the  quality  of  these  small  supplies  is  satisfactory, 
although  affected  in  some  instances  by  drought  conditions  and  the  lack 
of  regular  maintenance  and  cleaning. 

From  the  statistics  supplied  it  will  be  seen  that  some  properties  will 
have  to  rely  on  shallow  wells.  Some  of  these  must  be  improved,  although 
often  the  houses  so  involved  are  of  the  type  which  are  unfit  and  cannot  be 
repaired  at  a reasonable  expense. 

The  accompanying  table  shows  the  chemical  analysis  of  the  raw  water 
from  the  Llyn  Conwy  lake,  which  supplies  the  greater  part  of  the  bulk 
supply  of  the  West  Denbighshire  and  West  Flintshire  Water  Board. 

The  pH  value  of  the  finally  treated  water  is  normally  maintained 
well  above  7.0  to  reduce  its  corrosive  properties. 


ANALYSIS. 


Appearance ...  ...  Clear  and  colourless 

Odour Nil 

Reaction,  pH  5.0 

Parts  per  million 

Total  solids 18 

Nitrogen  as  free  and  saline  ammonia 0.005 

Nitrogen  as  albuminoid  ammonia 0.005 

Nitrogen  as  nitrites Nil 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 0.0 

Chlorides,  as  Cl 11 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  4 hours  at  27°  C ...  2.2 

Total  hardness 8 

Temporary  hardness ; 4 

Permanent  hardness 4 

Alkalinity < 4 

Free  Chlorine Nil 

Potassium,  as  K — 

Anionic  synthetic  detergents j — 

Manganese,  as  Mn 0.1 

Cyanides  and  thiocyanates Nil 

Poisonous  metals Nil 

Fluorine less  than  0.1 


OPINION. 

The  water  is  very  acid  and  contains  a negligible  concentration  of  bi- 
carbonate alkalinity.  It  will  be  highly  corrosive  to  metals.  The  organic 
condition  is  satisfactory  and  the  fluorine  content  is  negligible. 

The  following  table  shows  the  Bacteriological  Analysis  on  samples  of 
water  taken  from  the  various  mains  water  supplies  : 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  ANALYSIS 
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^ NOTE.  All  water  is  derived  from  Llyn  Conwy  lake  and  via  mains  of 
B^est  Denbighshire  and  West  Flintshire  Water  Board. 

Generally  speaking  water  arising  within  the  district  and  serving  private 
schemes  has  a high  pH  value  and  as  such  has  vigorous  action  on  land  and 
galvanised  pipes.  The  Council’s  Water  Bye-laws  in  the  past  prohibited  the 
use  of  these  materals  in  the  Parishes  of  Llangernyw  and  Ysbyty  Ifan. 
Overall  it  can  be  stated  that  the  water  supply  demands  of  the  area  are  now 
relatively  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity,  although  obvious  anomalies 
occur  especially  in  isolated  properties  and  pockets. 

The  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  population  supplied  from  the 
water  mains  are  as  follows  : 


Parish 

No.  of  dwellings 
supplied 
direct 

Population 

No.  of  Dwellings 
Stand  Pipe 

Eglwysbach  

165 

496 

— 

— 

Llangernyw 

172 

516 

— 

— 

Llanddoget 

80 

246 

4 

6 

Gwytherin 

51 

153 

— 

— 

Llanrwst  Rural  

250 

750 

2 

5 

Tir  Ifan 

42 

126 

— 

— 

Pentrefoelas  

105 

315 

— 

— 

Cerrigydrudion  

213 

647 

8 

20 

Llanfihangel  G.M 

40 

120 

— 

— 

Llangwm  

99 

298 

— 

— 

1217 

3667 

14 

31 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  dwellings  now  receiving  a piped  water 
supply  can  be  seen  in  the  following  table  (the  figures  do  not  include 
Council  Houses,  Mansions  and  Licensed  Premises)  : — 


Mains  Supply  Private  Supply 

Internal  External  Internal  External  Well  Supply,  etc. 

1965  1956  1965  1956  1965  1956  1965  1956  1965  1956 


Eglwysbach  

162 

116 

3 

10 

40 

48 

3 

8 

14 

50 

Llanddoget  

84 

— 

— 

— 

5 

25 

1 

10 

1 

31 

Llangernyw 

171 

55 

1 

13 

20 

56 

1 

5 

21 

72 

Gwytherin  

51 

18 

— 

2 

20 

13 

1 

3 

8 

27 

Llanrwst  Rural  .. 

248 

20 

2 

13 

59 

125 

3 

10 

27 

145 

Tir  Ifan 

42' 

11 

— 

14 

10 

14 

— 

— 

2 

4 

Pentrefoelas 

104 

22 

1 

7 

14 

23 

1 

8 

15 

65 

Cerrigydrudion  . . 

205 

93 

8 

44 

27 

30 

— 

5 

10 

60 

Ll’hangel  G.M.  .. 

40 

18 

— 

4 

17 

18 

2 

6 

3 

44 

Llangwm  

97 

9 

2 

— 

47 

79 

4 

16 

15 

73 

1204 

362 

17 

107 

259 

431 

16 

71 

116 

571 

No.  of  Visits  and  Inspections  435 

Samples  taken  from  public  supplies  22 

Samples  taken  from  private  supplies 12 

Satisfactory  samples  taken  from  public  supplies 17 

Unsatisfactory  samples  taken  from  public  supplies  •••  4 
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HOUSING.  M 

The  report  submitted  to  the  Minister  in  1954  of  unfit  houses  in 
district  indicated  that  a total  of  242  houses  were  unfit  and  could  not  be 
repaired  at  a reasonable  expense,  a,nd  a further  171  houses  were  regarded 
as  border  line  cases.  All  houses  were  classified  following  a comprehensive 
house  to  house  survey,  which  were  subsequently  divided  into  the  follow- 
ing groups  : 

Class  1 — Satisfactory  in  all  respects. 

Class  2 — Defective,  requiring  action  under  Public  Health  Acts,  or 
Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

Class  3 — Requiring  repairs,  structural  alteration  or  improvements  of 
a more  extensive  nature  than  Class  2.  Possibly  action  under 
Section  9 could  be  taken,  but  probably  preferable  under  Section 
16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

Class  4 — Extreme  disrepair  and  suggested  for  demolition,  either  in- 
dividually or  collectively  as  Clearance  areas. 

In  March  of  this  year  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern- 
ment required  a further  indication  of  unfit  houses  in  the  district  and  the 
figures  then  submitted  showed  that  the  figure  of  242  had  been  reduced 
to  59,  whilst  there  were  a further  59  border  line  cases. 

The  present  position  in  regard  to  dwellings  within  the  district  relative 
to  the  first  report  in  1954  are  shown  in  the  following  table  : 

ANALYSIS  OF  CLASSES 


1965  

AGRICULTURAL  DOMESTIC 


Parish 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Eglwysbach  

45 

30 

6 

3 

94 

31 

3 

3 

Llanddoget 

8 

6 

1 

— 

42 

4 

1 

— 

Llangernyw  

42 

32 

9 

6 

52 

39 

1 

4 

Gwytherin  

23 

9 

2 

1 

18 

3 

— 

l 

Llanrwst  Rural  . . . 

68 

48 

10 

6 

66 

50 

7 

5 

Tir  Ifan 

12 

3 

— 

— 

18 

2 

— 

2 

Pentrefoelas  

20 

25 

3 

1 

38 

20 

1 

4 

Cerrigydrudion 

43 

31 

1 

2 

68 

44 

6 

8 

Llanfihangel  G.M.  .. 

22 

29 

6 

— 

17 

11 

— 

— 

Llangwm  

35 

52 

1 

2 

44 

32 

— 

4 

316 

265 

39 

21 

457 

236 

19 

31 

1956 

AGRICULTURAL 

DOMESTIC 

Parish 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Eglwysbach 

14 

47 

16 

9 

65 

56 

8 

17 

Llanddoget 

5 

6 

4 

2 

8 

27 

4 

10 

Llangernyw  

18 

57 

12 

16 

29 

38 

10 

21 

Gwytherin  

5 

20 

8 

6 

6 

13 

2 

3 

Llanrwst  Rural  ...  . 

30 

79 

19 

17 

58 

56 

8 

47 

Tir  Ifan 

4 

8 

1 

2 

5 

9 

8 

6 

Pentrefoelas 

7 

35 

2 

1 

21 

36 

10 

13 

Cerrigydrudion 

12 

52 

11 

6 

40 

53 

25 

31 

Llanfihangel  G.M.  . 

8 

16 

3 

4 

13 

33 

9 

4 

Llangwm  

17 

62 

8 

4 

42 

32 

3 

9 

120 

382 

84 

67 

287 

353 

87 

164 
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Generally  speaking  the  clearing  of  unlit  houses  in  the  district  has  pro- 
?eded  at  a satisfactory  rate,  although  certain  anomalies  must  still  occur 
ind  probably  can  only  resolve  itself  over  a period  of  years,  e.g.,  the 
position  of  the  elderly  person  or  the  unfiit  and  uneconomical  Farmhouse. 
Possibly,  however,  in  the  village  of  Cerrigydrudion,  the  Council  should  be 
most  stringent  in  the  operation  of  the  Housing  Acts  for  compulsory  clear- 
ing of  certain  bad  housing  conditions  which  exist  in  the  area  of  Tyn  Rhyd. 


UNFIT  HOUSES. 

The  following  statistics  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing 


and  Local  Government  for  the  year  : 

Unfit  houses  closed  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  10 

Unfit  houses  made  fit — 

After  informal  action  by  the  Council  48 

After  formal  action  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 9 

After  formal  action  under  the  Housing  Acts 5 


It  is  obvious,  as  time  proceeds,  that  greater  emphasis  must  be  placed 
on  periodical  inspection  of  houses  and  the  serving  of  Notice  for  the  requisite 
repairs  and  improvements.  The  whole  position  is,  however,  complicated 
in  this  sphere  as  there  is  a complete  saturation  of  building  workers  on 
house  reconditioning  in  the  area  and  jobbing  work  as  such  is  of  no  interest. 
The  Council  have  considered  the  position  of  declaring  improvement  areas, 
as  under  the  Housing  Act,  1964,  but  have  decided  not  to  pursue  the  matter 
at  the  present  moment,  as  the  modernizing  of  houses  in  the  district, 
especially  in  regard  to  older  buildings  has,  and  is,  proceeding  at  a satis- 
factory rate. 

PRIVATE  BUILDING. 

This,  within  the  district,  is  extremely  limited  and  only  9 were  com- 
pleted during  the  year,  with  a further  5 in  the  process  of  erection.  A new 
innovation  in  the  area  was  the  industrialised  type  of  bungalow  of  the 
“ Dorran  " type,  which  apparently  from  the  relative  price  in  relation 
to  floor  area  is  attractive. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS, 

Every  attempt  is  made  to  induce  owners  to  take  advantage  of  the 
grants  available  under  the  Housing  Acts,  both  in  regard  to  Standard  and 
Discretionary  Grants.  In  such  a scattered  area,  the  Council  feel  that  this 
is  an  ideal  way  of  solving  the  problem  of  the  older  house.  The  figures 
submitted  for  the  year  in  regard  to  Improvement  Grants  are  as  follows  : 

Discretionary  Grants  17  £7,951 

Standard  Grants 27  £3,851 

To  date  £45,231  has  been  paid  in  Discretionary  Grants  and  £12,024  in 
Standard  Grants, 

Fewer  houses  have  been  improved  during  the  last  year  with  the  aid 
of  grants  under  the  Hill  Farming  Acts,  and  it  is  obvious  that  the  majority 
of  Hill  Farms,  which  could  take  advantage  of  these  Grants,  have  completed 
their  schemes. 


ERECTION  OF  COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

No  Council  Houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  but  the  Council 
proceeded  apace  with  plans  for  further  new  houses  within  the  district, 
and  as  such  are  now  awaiting  the  submission  of  the  under-mentioned  plans 
by  their  Architects — Messrs.  G.  Parry  Davies  & Associates,  Colwyn  Bay — 
for  submission  to  the  Planning  Authorities  of  the  following  schemes  : 

Pandy  Tudur  : 2 houses.  Llangernyw  : 2 houses. 

Llanddoget  : 2 houses,  Eglwysbach  : 2 houses. 

Capel  Garmon  : 2 houses.  Ysbyty  Ifan  : 2 houses. 

Pentrefoeles  : 2 houses.  Llanfihangel  G.M.  : 2 houses. 

Cerrigydrudion  : 8 bungalows.  Llangwin  : 2 houses. 
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In  addition  to  these  schemes  it  is  hoped  that  a second  phase  wittj 
provide  for  a further  56  units. 

The  Council  feel  that  two-bedroomed  bungalows  are  admirably  suited  to 
the  district,  not  only  from  the  point  of  view  of  aged  persons,  but  also  from 
that  of  small  families.  It  is  possible  that  further  consideration  will  be 
given  by  the  Council  to  the  re-distribution  of  the  existing  tenants — in  this 
respect  any  individual  person  who  occupies  a three-bedroomed  house  will  be 
requested  to  transfer  to  a smaller  unit. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

Refuse  is  at  present  collected  on  a fortnightly  basis,  tipping  being 
carried  out  at  one  centre — the  tip  at  Pentrefoelas.  Serious  consideration 
was  given  during  the  year  to  a complete  overhaul  of  the  system  so  as  to 
afford,  as  soon  as  possible,  a weekly  collection,  whilst  at  the  same  time 
attempting  to  cover  as  much  of  the  district  as  possible  and  increase  the 
number  of  properties  receiving  this  service.  At  present  1,070  properties 
out  of  a total  of  1,580  houses  are  included  in  the  normal  refuse  round. 
Several  discussions  took  place  and  it  was  ultimately  resolved  that  this 
could  best  be  done  by  changing  over  to  a disposal  bag  system — either 
paper  or  plastic — and  at  the  same  time  providing  each  householder  with  a 
fully-guarded  holder  for  the  sacks.  After  full  consideration  it  was  resolved 
that  due  to  the  very  scattered  nature  of  the  area  that  the  collection  vehicle 
should  be  an  ordinary  open  truck  manned  by  one  driver /loader.  It  was 
fully  intended  that  this  service  should  have  been  in  operation  during  the 
year,  but  unfortunately  the  whole  system  has  been  held  over  due  to  the 
Government’s  financial  restrictions,  which  prohibited  the  raising  of  the 
necessary  loan  towards  the  project.  Having  regard,  however,  to  the  pre- 
sent defective  state  of  the  refuse  collection  vehicle,  which  is  an  18  cu.  yard 
Fore-and-Aft  Karrier  Tipper,  the  scheme  shall  have  to  be  adopted  shortly,  or 
alternatively  it  will  be  necessary  to  purchase  a replacement  vehicle  to 
carry  on  with  the  present  system. 

During  the  year  the  universal  problem  of  the  abandoned  car  raised 
its  head,  some  of  this  being  apparent  on  the  side  of  trunk  and  classified 
roads.  Fortunately,  however,  the  County  Surveyor  has  intimated  his  deci- 
sion to  implement  the  recommendations  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  (Circular  8 / 65)  in  this  respect  and  these  vehicles  are 
now  being  disposed  of  on  the  Council’s  refuse  tip. 

The  following  statistics  are  submitted  in  regard  to  the  services  : — 

Vehicle — Karrier  Fore-and-aft  Tipper. 

Men  employed — 3 (2  driver /loaders,  1 loader). 

No.  of  premises  from  which  refuse  is  removed — 1,070. 

Total  cost  (year  ending  31st  March,  1965) — .£3,170. 

Cost  per  premises  collected — £3. 

Total  mileage  in  the  year — 10,850. 

Mileage  per  gallon — 12.3. 

NIGHT  SOIL  COLLECTION. 

This  is  a filthy  and  disgusting  job  and  an  anachronism  from  a previous 
age,  such  that  it  is  not  difficult  to  imagine  the  feelings  of  the  men  employed 
upon  this  task.  It  is  pleasing  to  report,  however,  that  this  collection  is 
being  curtailed  every  year,  and  this  year  collection  in  the  area  of  Mountain 
View  was  dispensed  with  due  to  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  small 
sewerage  scheme,  whilst  in  the  area  of  Groesffordd  all  the  houses  have  been 
provided  with  water  closets  at  the  owner's  expense.  The  only  remaining 
areas  where  collection  is  made  are  Llanddoget  and  Tan  Lan,  and  it  is 
sincerely  hoped  that  these  areas  will  be  dispensed  with  in  about  twelve 
months  time  consequent  upon  completion  of  the  proposed  sewerage  works. 


No.  of  premises  from  which  night  soil  is  collected  ...  23 

Cost  of  collection  £445 

Cost  per  premises  collected £15 
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JITTER  BASKETS. 

f An  annual  contract  is  made  with  the  Denbighshire  County  Council  for 
the  emptying  of  litter  baskets  provided  by  them  at  lay-ibys  for  the  sum 
of  £12  each.  This  system  appeared  to  work  well  during  the  year,  although 
some  difficulty  was  experienced  with  lay-bys  on  the  A. 5 which  at  peak  holi- 
day periods  appeared  to  require  daily  attention. 

During  the  year  mentioned,  the  Council  have  been  disturbed  with  the 
general  litter  on  trunk  and  classified  roads  within  the  district  and  have 
been  in  correspondence  with  the  County  Council  regarding  this.  It  is  under- 
stood that  this  is  a problem  of  which  they  are  well  aware  and  it  is  probable 
that  a Conference  of  Authorities  within  the  Council  will  be  called  to  discuss 
the  question. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

A full  time  Operator  is  employed  between  Nant  Conway  Rural  District 
Council  and  Hiraethog  Rural  District  Council  and  this  system  functions 
satisfactorily.  As  far  as  this  Council  is  concerned,  annual  contracts  are  made 
with  farmers  for  the  servicing  of  their  farms  ; the  normal  estimated  revenue 
from  this  is  in  the  region  of  £120. 

Rodent  control  has  not  been  a problem  over  the  year,  and  in  fact 
infestations  have  generally  proved  to  be  lighter  than  in  past  years.  This, 
however,  is  not  a time  for  relaxation  in  this  field  : sudden  infestations  can 
always  occur,  due  to  the  obvious  heavy  infestations  which  exist  in  hedge- 
rows up  and  down  the  countryside,  whilst  it  is  as  well  to  remind  farmers, 
and  others,  that  rodents  are  known  carriers  of  disease — Foot  and  Mouth, 
Weils  disease,  etc. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  work  of  the  Operator  during  the 
year  : — 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 
•welling  Agricultural  All  other 
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rOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

Caravans  are  not  a problem  within  this  area  at  the  present  moment. 
However,  it  is  noted  that  during  the  last  twelve  months  over  40  unauthor- 
ised caravans  have  been  individually  sited  in  isolated  places  throughout  the 
district  and  in  contravention  of  the  Planning  Authorities  and  the  Caravan 
Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 — these  are  now  being  looked 
into.  Nine  authorised  site  licences  have  been  issued  by  the  Council  and 
during  inspection  all  were  found  to  be  well  maintained  and  kept  in  accord- 
ance with  the  conditions  of  the  licence  issued. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES. 

FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1960. 

Both  due  to  regular  inspections  and  a general  increase  in  the  standard 
of  living  and  the  consequent  demand  by  consumers  for  a higher  standard, 
much  improvement  is  apparent  in  food  premises  within  the  district.  Certain 
improvements  are,  however,  still  required  to  be  done  both  in  regard  to  the 
structure  and  general  food  handling,  whilst  the  education  of  persons 
employed  in  the  handling  of  food  should  not  be  overlooked.  In  this  latter 
respect  it  is  noticed  that  many  of  the  handlers  do  not  realise  the  essential 
reasons  behind  the  basic  elements  of  hygiene  and  the  possible  cross-infection 
between  the  handler  and  the  actual  foodstuff,  e.g.  coughing  over  open 
food  such  as  cream  cakes,  etc.  Equally  the  customer  requires  much 
education  in  a similar  sphere  to  refuse  any  food  which  he  finds  so  displayed 
or  unsuitably  handled. 

The  following  table  relates  to  food  premises  in  the  district  and  the 
inspections  carried  out  : — 


No.  of 
Premises 

No.  of 
Visits  Paid 

No.  of 

Contraventions 

(A 

0) 

O 

n 

<u 

°co 

o 

55 

Formal  Informal 

Shops  (Grocery  and  Mixed)  

56 

134 

16 

1 

6 

Bakehouses 

3 

24 

2 

— 

2 

Public  Houses  and  Hotels 

13 

77 

12 

— 

7 

Cafes  ...  

16 

49 

16 

— 

12 

School  Canteens  ...  

12 

15 

— 

— 

— 

Bed  and  Breakfast  Accommodation  ... 

39 

16 

— 

— 

— 

Vans  and  Stalls  •••  ...  . 

12 

16 

— 

— 

2 

Slaughterhouses  

1 

506 

— 

— 

— 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  

5 

80 

3 

— 

1 

SHOPS. 

Nearly  all  the  shops  within  the  district  are  small  combined  houses 
and  shops — being  mainly  family  concerns.  Three  of  the  butchers’  shops  are 
registered  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

The  three  bakehouses  in  the  district  have  been  well  maintained  during 
the  year  and  their  products  are  of  excellent  standard. 
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ICE  CREAM. 

No  ice  cream  is  manufactured  in  the  district,  but  there  are  twent® 
registrations  for  the  sale  of  the  pre-packed  product.  Twelve  samples  wer? 
taken  during  the  year  and  all  were  returned  as  satisfactory. 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

The  under-mentioned  foods  were  seized  during  the  year  : — 

lbs. 


Beef 168 

Baconside  (Taint)  24 

Shoulder  Ham  (Blown)  22 

Bacon  (Decomposition)  21 

6 x 1 lb.  3 oz.  tins  Bartlett  Pears 7 


Total 242 


MILK. 

No  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year.  One  complaint  was 
received  of  a dirty  milk  bottle  at  a village  school,  which  was  referred  to  the 
County  Sanitary  Officer. 

LICENSED  PREMISES. 

All  the  licensed  premises  were  generally  well  maintained  during  the 
year  and  the  standard  of  catering  and  food  handling  was  satisfactory. 

SCHOOL  CANTEENS. 

The  standard  of  hygiene  and  cleanliness  in  all  the  school  canteens  was 
found  to  be  generally  high.  As  stated  in  previous  reports  the  only  canteen 
which  is  not  of  good  structural  standard  is  that  at  Llangernyw,  but  im- 
provement thereof  will  probably  be  with-held  pending  the  erection  of  a 
new  village  hall. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

No  trades  are  registered  under  Section  107  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  neither  are  there  any  fish-frying  premises. 

FOOD  SAMPLING. 


We  would  like  to  thank  Mr.  D.  Hugh  Owens,  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights 
and  Measures  for  the  County  of  Denbighshire,  for  permission  to  include 
the  following  tables  : — 


Article 

No.  taken 

Genuine 

Not  Genuine, or 
Sub-standard 

Milk 

8 

8 

— 

Ice  Cream 

2 

2 

— 

Jam 

1 

1 

— 

Sweets 

1 

1 

— 

Gin 

1 

1 

— 

Totals 

13 

13 

— 

All  the  samples  were  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  to  be  genuine  and 
free  from  all  prohibited  preservatives  and  colouring  matter. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963. 

W The  year  saw  the  full  implementation  of  this  Act  and  all  premises, 
where  so  affected,  in  the  district  were  inspected.  Whilst  the  rural  district 
is  primarily  agricultural  in  character,  with  small  villages  and  hamlets,  it 
is  surprising  to  see  from  the  statistics  that  the  Act  affects  sixty-four 
premises.  Generally  the  Act  does  not  appear  to  present  many  problems 
within  the  district,  but  a considerable  number  of  contraventions  were  noted 
— 63  in  number — for  which  Notices  were  served  following  inspection.  No 
certificates  have  been  granted  during  the  year  for  exemption  under  Sections 
6,  6,  9 and  10  in  relation  to  air  space,  temperature,  sanitary  conveniences 
and  washing  facilities. 

The  accompanying  table  gives  full  details  of  registrations  and  inspec- 
tions for  the  year.  143  visits  of  all  kinds  were  made  in  connection  with  the 
Act  and  summary  and  analysis  of  these  is  given  below.  Quite  a number  of 
improvements,  including  installations  of  w.c.  and  washing  facilities,  have 
been  carried  out. 


TABLE  A.  REGISTRATIONS 

AND 

GENERAL 

INSPECTIONS 

Class  of  Premises 

No.  of  premises 
registered  during 
the  year 

Total  numbe  of 
registered  premises 
at  end  of  year 

No.  of  registered 
receiving  a general 
inspection  during 
the  year 

Offices  

7 

7 

15 

Retail  shops  

10 

10 

20 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses  

— 

— 

— 

Catering  establishments  open  oo 
the  public,  canteens  

11 

11 

22 

Fuel  storage  depots  

2 

2 

2 

TABLE  B 

ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN  REGISTERED  PREMISES 
BY  WORKPLACE 


Class  of  workplace 

Number  of  persons  employed 

(1) 

(2) 

Offices 

33 

Retail  shops 

21 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

— 

Catering  establishments  open  to 
the  public 

28 

— 

Fuel  storage  depots 

10 

Total 

92 

Total  Males 

33 

Total  Females 

69 
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TABLE  C.  ANALYSIS  OF  CONTRAVENTIONS. 


Section  No.  of  Contravention' 

4 Cleanliness  6 

5 Overcrowding  1 

6 Temperature 5 

7 Ventilation 4 

8 Lighting 3 

9 Sanitary  conveniences  10 

10  Washing  facilities 10 

11  Supply  of  drinking  water 2 

12  Accommodation  for  clothing  8 

13  Sitting  facilities 5 

SLAUGHTERING. 


Slaughtering  continued  in  the  one  licensed  premises  in  the  district — 
Coed-y-Celyn,  Betws-y-Coed.  Hundred  per  cent  meat  inspection  was  main- 
tained during  the  period,  although  the  regular  hours  of  slaughtering  neces- 
sitates regular  working  on  Sundays  and  statutory  holidays,  together  with 
one  or  two  evenings  a week.  A joint  service  has  been  operated  with  the 
Llanrwst  Urban  District  Council  to  ensure  that  the  Meat  Inspectors  of  the 
two  Authorities  assist  each  other  as  may  be  required.  The  system  is  based 
on  a free  reciprocal  service  up  a maximum  of  30'  hours  in  any  one  year 
for  each  Authority,  and  thereafter  at  a charge  of  15/-  per  hour.  Generally 
it  must  be  stated  that  the  system  is  working  well  during  the  year. 

Charges  made  for  inspection  are  as  laid  down  in  the  Regulations,  viz. 
Beef  2/6d.,  Calf  or  Pig  9d.,  Sheep  or  Lamb  6d. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  position  for  the  year  : — 
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DETAILS  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNED. 
BEEF— 

(a)  Complete  carcases  

(b)  1 Part  carcases  and  organs  . 

Oxen — Localised  tuberculosis 
Oxen — Other  diseases  

PORK— 

(a)  Complete  carcases 

(b)  Part  carcases  and  organs  ... 

Other  diseases 

VEAL— 

(a)  Complete  carcases  

(b)  Part  carcases  and  organs  ... 

Other  diseases 

MUTTON  AND  LAMB— 

(a)  3 Complete  carcases 

(b)  1 Part  carcases  and  organs 


• 

NIL 

245 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

37 


FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  AND  1959. 

There  are  no  large  factories  in  the  district,  but  there  are  26  which  are 
so  classified.  Each  was  inspected  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  total  number  of  factories  and  bakehouses  in  the  Rural  District  is 
shown  below  : — 

5 Sawmills 
7 Garages 
3 Bakehouses 
1 Waterworks 
1 Slaughterhouse 
1 Builders  Yard 
1 Tailoring 
7 Miscellaneous. 


INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES 

The  following  indicates  work  carried  out  during  the  year- 
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GENERAL  SUMMARY.  £ 

No.  of  Visits  and  Inspections ...  4569 

No.  of  Complaints  received 292 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served 248 

No.  of  Statutory  Policies  served 17 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS. 

Visits  to  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 51 

Factories  and  Workshops 56 

Bakehouses 24 

Public  Conveniences 50 

Licensed  Premises 77 

Visits  re  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 718 

Rodent  Control 161 

Schools 15 

Butchers’  Shops 80 

Other  Shops  and  Stalls  ...  134 

Sewerage  Works 85 

Visits  re  Water  Supply 330 

Housing 810 

Drainage 568 

Infectious  Disease 30 

Canteens 45 

Milk  Distributors 20 

Visits  to  Food-preparing  Premises 378 

Ice  Cream  Premises 51 

Miscellaneous  Visits 460 

Visits  re  Meat  Inspection 506 

Visits  re  Offices  and  Shops  Act 143 

4712 
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Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  area 

ABORATORY  SERVICES. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Conway  carries  out  bacteriological 
examinations  of  water,  food,  etc.,  to  detect  any  contamination.  Milk  is  also 
examined  bacteriologically  and  biologically  for  the  presence  of  tubercle 
bacilli  and  brucella  abortus. 

Examination  of  throat  swabs,  blood,  faeces,  etc.,  are  carried  out  to 
detect  the  presence  of  bacteria  and  viruses. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

This  service  is  controlled  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at 
Wrexham,  but  Denbigh,  Llanrwst  and  Llangernyw  ambulances  are  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Ambulance  Sub-Station  at  Colwyn  Bay. 


Denbigh 

Ruthin 

1 

Llanrwst 

Llangernyw 

Cerrigydrudion 

Totals 

Number  of  cases 
conveyed  

8,577 

3,783 

61 

2,659 

81 

15,161 

Total  mileage 

74,868 

43,735 

2,159 

27,309 

3,964 

152,035 

Number  of  ambu- 
lances per  station 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

9 

Whether  manned 
by  voluntary  or 
full-time  person- 
nel   

Full-time 

Full-time 

Voluntary 

Full-time 

Voluntary 

plus 

Voluntary 

Assistance 

plus 

Voluntary 

Assistance 

SITTING  CASE  CARS— Taxis. 


No.  of  journeys 1,804 

No.  of  Cases 5,151 

Total  Mileage 86,997 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

This  service  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINICS. 

These  Clinics  are  held  as  follows  : — 


Name  of  Clinic 

Date  and  Time  of  Clinic 

Surgeons  attend 

Nantyglyn  Clinic, 
Colwyn  Bay  . . . 

Alternate  Thursday  mornings. 

Every  3 months. 

Plas-y-Dre,  Bala 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  mornings 
in  each  month. 

Every  3 months. 

Drill  Hall,  Llan- 
rwst 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  mornings 
in  each  month. 

Every  3 months. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES  CLINICS. 

These  Clinics  are  held  at  hospitals  in  Llandudno,  Wrexham,  Cheste 
Bangor  and  St.  Asaph. 


SCHOOL  OPHTHALMIC  CLINICS. 

These  Clinics  are  held  as  follows  : 

At  Nant-y-Glyn  Clinic,  Colwyn  Bay,  on  Saturdays  (monthly)  by 
appointment. 

At  Clinic,  Watling  Street,  Llanrwst,  on  Wednesdays  (monthly)  by 
appointment. 


CHILD  GUIDANCE  CLINICS. 

Clinics  are  held  as  follows  : 

At  Bod  Difyr,  Cefn  Road,  Colwyn  Bay,  on  Wednesdays  and  Fridays. 

At  Gatefield  Clinic,  Kings  Mills  Road,  Wrexham,  on  Thursday,  and 
by  appointment  on  Fridays. 

CHEST  CLINICS. 

Patients  attend  the  Chest  Clinics  held  weekly  at  Bala,  Llandudno, 
Rhyl  and  Denbigh,  or  by  appointment  at  the  Chest  Clinic,  Grosvenor  Road, 
Wrexham. 


FAMILY  PLANNING  CLINICS. 

Clinics  are  held  as  follows  : 

At  Nant-y-Glyn  Clinic,  Colwyn  Bay,  on  Mondays  between  2-30  p.m. 
and  3-30  p.m. 

At  No.  1 Grosvenor  Road,  Wrexham,  on  Thursdays,  between  2 and 
4-30  p.m. 

INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS. 

Mothers  take  their  babies  to  one  of  the  under-mentioned  clinics 
which  serve  the  area,  and  the  attendances  at  these  clinics  during  the  year 


were  as  follows  : 

First 

visits 

Under  1 year 

1-2 

years 

2-5  years 

Total  Visits 

Llanrwst 

58 

64 

148 

1511 

Gian  Conway  . . 

. ...  22 

16 

22 

348 

Welfare  foods  are  available  at  the  Clinics  during  the  clinic  session  and 
also  at  the  following  depots  for  the  convenience  of  mothers  who  are  unable 
to  attend  the  Clinic  : 


Mrs.  D.  P.  Evans,  The  Post  Office,  Maerdy. 

Mrs.  Lewis,  The  Shop,  Pentrellyncymer. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts,  The  Post  Office,  Glasfryn. 

Mr.  Ellis,  The  Post  Office,  Pentrevoelas. 

TRANSPORT  TO  CLINICS. 

Transport  is  provided  to  take  mothers  and  babies  from  Eglwysbach  to 
Gian  Conway  and  from  Pentrevoelas  and  Nebo  to  Llanrwst  Clinics  as  there 
is  no  convenient  bus  service  from  these  areas.  The  number  of  mothers  and 
babies  who  took  advantage  of  this  service  was  : 

Pentrevoelas  and  Nebo  to  Llanrwst  Mothers  3,  Babies  3 

Eglwysbach  to  Gian  Conway Mothers  0,  Babies  0 
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UHIROPODY  SERVICE. 

m This  Clinic  is  held  at  The  Clinic,  Watling  Street,  Llanrvvst,  by  appoint- 
ment. Patients  are  referred  to  this  Clinic  by  General  Practitioners,  Health 
Visitors  and  District  Nurses.  A charge  of  2/6d.  per  treatment  is  made. 
The  number  of  persons  who  attended  at  this  Clinic  during  the  year  was 


as  follows  : — 

Llanrwst  Clinic — 

Average  monthly  number  on  register 73 

Number  of  sessions  held  at  Clinic 46 

Number  of  appointments  for  treatment 292 

Number  of  patients  attending  for  treatment  235 

Bryn  Derwen — 

Number  of  sessions  held 13 

Number  of  appointments  for  treatment  103 

Number  of  patients  attending  for  treatment 110 


Patients  from  the  Rural  District  who  attended  the  above  Clinic  are 
included  in  the  above  figures. 

Free  treatment  given  during  the  year  to  aged  persons  living  at  Bryn 
Derwen  was  as  follows  : — 

Actual  number  of  free  treatments  given  103 

DENTAL  CLINICS. 

This  Clinic  is  held  as  and  when  necessary  at  the  Clinic,  Watling  Street, 
Llanrwst,  and  cases  are  referred  from  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic.  No  cases 
were  referred  during  the  year  due  to  the  shortage  of  Dental  Officers  in 
the  County. 

NURSING  SERVICES. 

The  following  are  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  nursing  staff  serving 
the  area  : 

Health  Visitors  : 

Mrs.  M.  R.  Roberts,  Avondale,  Chapel  Street,  Corwen.  Resigned 
14/5/65. 

Miss  R.  H.  Jones,  The  Clinic,  Watling  Street,  Llanrwst.  Tel.  No. 
Llanrwst  345. 

Miss  J.  B.  Edwards,  Health  Department,  Civic  Centre,  Colwyn 
Bay.  Transferred  1st  October,  1965,  to  Wrexham  area. 

Mrs.  G.  Jones,  2 Cae  Llwyd,  Cerrigydrudion,  commenced  26/7/65. 

TUBERCULOSIS  HEALTH  VISITOR. 

Miss  M.  Thomas,  21  Severn  Road,  Colwyn  Bay. 

District  Nurses  : 

Sister  A.  M.  Ellwood,  Libbylyn,  Penrhyd  Hall,  Talycafn. 

Sister  M.  R.  Roberts,  Avondale,  Corwen.  Resigned  14-5-65. 

Sister  H.  C.  Munro,  Hendre  Uchaf,  Llangwm. 

Sister  M.  Modinos,  Glascoed,  Llangemyw,  Abergele. 

Mrs.  G.  Jones,  2 Cae  Llwyd,  Cerrigydrudion.  Commenced  26-7-65. 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  ATTENDANT. 

The  School  Health  Attendant  visited  various  schools  in  the  Rura^ 
District  during  the  year  to  test  the  hearing  and  vision  of  the  children.  A 
portable  audiometer  and  vision  screening  apparatus  was  used,  and  children 
who  were  found  to  have  defective  hearing  and  / or  vision  were  followed  up 
and  referred  to  a Consultant  for  further  examination  where  necessary. 

The  number  of  vision  sweeps  carried  out  during  the  year  was  as 


follows  : 

Number  of  children  tested 208 

Number  satisfactory 202 

Number  of  defects 6 

Number  for  investigation  6 

Number  for  observation  NIL 


The  number  of  audiometric  sweeps  carried  out  during  the  year  was 


as  follows  : 

Number  of  children  tested  502 

Number  satisfactory  484 

Number  of  defects  18 

Number  for  investigation  18 

Number  for  observation  NIL 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 

The  number  of  cases  where  domestic  help  was  provided  was  as  follows  : 


Chronic  Sick  and  T.B 12 

Others 3 

Aged  65  years  and  over ....  30 


